
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



From the Consistory president 

 
We had a beautiful Easter Service with wonderful attendance on that day. 

 
Our food pantry and breakfast for our community continues to grow we served 

over 100 breakfast and 145 family members were served when their family 
members come in to get help with their necessary daily living needs. 

 
We at St John's continue to celebrate and honor our mission in what and who we 

are serving. Things change, people grow, people come and go, when there are 
changes. But what the future holds is still to be discerned and decided. Let us be 
open to God's still-speaking voice and be willing to follow the direction it calls. 

 
 

Blessings and love to all, 
Sue Simmons President 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 

 
 

The Feast of Pentecost! 
Pentecost Sunday, May 19th, is an important celebration in the 

Christian liturgical year, commemorated on the fiftieth day after Easter. It 
marks the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the apostles and other 
followers of Jesus Christ while they were in Jerusalem celebrating the 
Feast of Weeks (Shavuot), as described in the Acts of the Apostles (Acts 
2:1–31). This event is often referred to as the “birthday of the Church,” 
signifying the beginning of the Church's mission to spread the gospel. 
 

The story of Pentecost is filled with symbols. On this day, the 
apostles were gathered in one place when suddenly a sound like a mighty 
rushing wind filled the room, and tongues of fire appeared and rested on 
each of them. Filled with the Holy Spirit, they began to speak in different 
languages, yet everyone present could understand them in their own 
tongue. This miraculous event highlights the universality of God's 
message, transcending linguistic and cultural barriers to unite diverse 
peoples under the banner of Christ's love. 
 

Pentecost is also a celebration of renewal. Just as the apostles were 
empowered by the Holy Spirit to preach and perform miracles, so are 
Christians today called to renew their faith and commitment to God's 
word. It is a reminder that the Holy Spirit continues to work in the lives of 
believers, guiding, comforting, and sanctifying them as they journey 
through life. The gifts of the Holy Spirit — wisdom, understanding, 
counsel, fortitude, knowledge, piety, and fear of the Lord — are as 
relevant today as they were two millennia ago, shaping the moral and 
spiritual fabric of Christian communities. 



Pentecost is a call to action. It reminds us that the Church is not a 
static entity, but a community called to preach the gospel and serve 
others, especially the marginalized and oppressed. As modern disciples, 
we are entrusted with the same mission as the apostles: to be witnesses 
of Christ's love and mercy to the ends of the earth. This mission involves 
not only proclaiming the Word but living it through acts of kindness, 
justice, and compassion. 
 

In conclusion, Pentecost Sunday is not just a historical event but a 
living reality that continues to inspire and shape the Christian journey. It 
reaffirms the Church's mission in the world and the power of the Holy 
Spirit to unite and renew believers across the globe. As we celebrate 
Pentecost, let us embrace the Spirit's transforming power in our lives, 
enabling us to bear witness to the love and grace of God in a world in 
desperate need of both. And don’t forget to wear red on May 19th! 
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Oliver 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Congratulations to our medalists at the Soup-lympics! 

 

First place: Donna Gamary- Stuffed Pepper Soup 
Second Place: Tyler Romig- Broccoli, Cheddar and Bacon 

Third Place Tie: Rev. Oliver- Sausage & Kale 
Sue Simmons- Broccoli & Cheddar 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

  



 

 

 

 

This is an Olympic year: Paris 2024. I LOVE the Olympics. Each cycle, it doesn’t 

matter whether it is Summer or Winter, I find myself glued to the television. With 

different social media and basically 24/7 news, I can get results any time. I have 

always been like this but as I have gotten older, the obsession has grown stronger. 

Now I know that it does not kick off until July 26th so why am I writing this now? 

There was a part of the Olympics I had never experienced before until this year.  

 

I watched the torch lighting ceremony in Olympia, Greece on Tuesday. I had 

read about this ceremony and knew that I needed to watch it, I wanted to learn 

more. If you have never watched a ceremony for the Olympics before, there are 

three languages French, English and the language of that year’s host country. 

Anyway, at the lighting ceremony, all the speaking was done in Greek and French. 

Without understanding what was being spoken, I could grasp that there was a lot 

of meaning behind what was happening. I researched it after I watched it. The 

flame is supposed to be lit by the sun using a conclave mirror. This is because the 

sun is the purest form of fire.  This year, it was too cloudy for that to happen. They 

take that into account and keep the flame from the dress rehearsal the day before. 

The flame will now travel for the next 100 days and end up in Paris, France for the 

Opening Ceremony on July 26th. There was also symbolism in regards to where it 

was held which were the temple ruins of the Greek god Zeus’s wife Hera. The flame 

was originally lit in honor of her. 

 

Why did I share all of this with you? Well, for a couple reasons. First being the 

fact that I am so excited and absolutely cannot wait for the Games to begin. 

Secondly, to share with you what I learned. You see, some people think that there 

is a point where they have learned all they can or they feel like they don’t want to 



learn any more. I personally, believe that we should never stop learning and 

sharing.  

 

When we attend Worship on Sunday morning, we need to come with that 

mindset. You may have attended church all your life and you know the Bible stories 

like the back of your hand. That is great, don’t get me wrong, but it is crucial that 

you come eager to see what God is showing you that day. Church is not about 

coming because that is what you think you need to do or because that is what you 

have always done. It is about learning, expanding, and growing in your relationship 

with God. It is about seeing what has been presented to us that week and using it 

from here on out. 

 

I challenge you to come to church next week with that frame of mind. Leave 

all your cares and worries at the door. Come in with an open mind and see what 

you can learn. This is not just a one-time thing either. You should be doing this all 

the time. You may be surprised what you are blessed by or what you learn. You 

may even be the person that teaches someone else something they never knew! 
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