
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



Consistory President 
 

I hope everyone's Holiday season was a good one. 
 
We have not had any sign-up sheets on the table on Sundays for a while. Some 
people would rather be asked and not sign up to participate in things so we will try 
something new. Dawn Smith has agreed to ask members to bring a treat on 
Sunday after church so we can enjoy some social time together.  
 
And right now, we have no one to carry on our Celebration Sunday the first Sunday 
of the month so Dawn Smith will be volunteering to see to that in February. We 
will do the Celebration Sunday's every other month this year. 
 
We have a young man helping Rev. Oliver this month with some cleaning up in the 
church and doing some painting on Saturdays. 
 
Due to a donation that was received for the Food pantry I have purchased a 20-cu 
ft freezer for the pantry and to be able to help Brandon with items he needs for 
the Community Breakfast every month, and to have some frozen items to pass out 
to our clients that come in to get groceries. 
 
Stay warm these winter months. 
 
Blessings to all, 
Sue 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 

 

 

Reflecting on Lent and the Significance of Ash Wednesday 

 

February starts our journey into the season of Lent. Lent is a period of reflection, 

repentance, and spiritual growth. Ash Wednesday, February 14th, marks the 

beginning of Lent which spans 40 days (excluding Sundays) leading up to Easter. 

Lent is a special time in the Christian calendar as a time for self-examination, 

prayer, and renewal. 

 

Ash Wednesday serves as the starting point of our Lenten journey. The imposition 

of ashes on our foreheads, in the shape of a cross, symbolizes our mortality and 

the need for repentance. As the words are spoken, "Remember that you are dust, 

and to dust, you shall return" (Genesis 3:19), we are reminded of our human 

frailty. The imposition of ashes invites us to turn away from pride and vanity, and 

seek forgiveness, and recommit ourselves to a life centered on Jesus Christ. 

 

The ashes used on Ash Wednesday are often derived from the burned palms of the 

previous year's Palm Sunday celebration, reinforcing the cycle of life, death, and 

resurrection. This symbolism emphasizes the transformative power of God's grace 

and our journey from brokenness to wholeness. 

 

During Lent, Christians throughout the world are encouraged to engage in acts of 

self-discipline, prayer, and charity. The 40-day period mirrors Jesus' 40 days of 

fasting in the wilderness, as recounted in the Gospels. By observing Lent, we align 

ourselves with Christ's sacrifice on the cross and prepare our hearts to fully 

comprehend the magnitude of the resurrection on Easter Sunday. 



The disciplines of fasting, prayer, and almsgiving are not meant to be burdensome 

but rather transformative. Fasting challenges us to detach from worldly comforts, 

creating space for a deeper connection with God. Prayer draws us closer to the 

God, fostering a relationship grounded in trust and gratitude. Almsgiving, acts of 

charity and kindness, exemplify the love of Jesus in action, extending grace to 

those in need. 

 

Lent is an opportunity for personal and communal growth. It is a time to examine 

our lives, identify areas that need our attention, and embrace the compassion of 

God. The journey through Lent is not a solitary endeavor; it is a shared journey as a 

church community. Together, we support and encourage one another to spiritual 

growth. 

 

As we enter this season of Lent and mark the significance of Ash Wednesday, let us 

approach it with open hearts and minds. May we use this time to draw closer to 

God, to reflect on the sacrificial love of Jesus, and to embody that love in our 

relationships and actions, remembering to love God with our whole heart, mind, 

and soul and to love our neighbor as ourselves. 

 

Blessings; 

Rev. David Oliver Kling 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Today I am grateful. I think that this is something we do not always think about. 

We set aside a day to be thankful in November but honestly there are reasons all 

the time. Here is what got me thinking this morning. I woke up feeling “off.” I 

dropped everything I touched, I was still tired, my cat had knocked my glasses off 

my night stand and I had to search for them, etc. You get the point. That right 

there was decision time. I could go about my day feeling glum and walking the fine 

line of a bad day or I could turn it around. So, instead of crawling back in bed and 

covering my head with the blankets I gathered myself, took a breath and said you 

are fine! You’ve got this.  

 

I get to work and as I am working it is cold and snowy outside. There is a tow truck 

unloading a police vehicle. I am safe and warm inside. My sister is home, sick in 

bed. I am healthy and feeling fine. I have some packages being delivered today and 

I think about the delivery drivers and mail people who are out on the roads are 

who are getting in and out of the cold. So they got thank you treats today. I work 

on things for the Community Breakfast and I think about the fact that there are 

people outside that are looking forward to the warm meal that we will provide 

tomorrow. Some, just even wanting a safe place to sit and warm up for a while.  

 

That is all it took. I thought about all the people that have different circumstances 

than I do and I realized how grateful I was. How I needed to take my “off” day and 

turn it around because I have a lot to be thankful for. 

I think that we overlook what seems simple or routine to us and we don’t always 

give it the attention that it deserves. We need to remind ourselves to be grateful 

for the “little” things.  
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