St. ]ohn S
Beacon

eV (

Aprll 2@24
%4 April Consistory

oI Tuesday, April 16th, is our monthly
Greeters | :
4 meeting at 6:30pm. Please plan on

April 7 :
Sl e attending.

Sue Simmons _ _
| April Community

Tim Fetzer

April 14 " Breakfast & Pantry

Troy Julian
Our April Outreach will be on

Brenda Knight
April 21 Saturday the 20th at 9:00am

Claudia Baxter

Tim Fetzer : ' , .
April 28 L \©/

Office Closed

In observance of Easter,
the office will be closed on
Monday, April 1st.

Sue Simmons

Brenda Knight

| St. John's UCC Massillon

Phone: 330-833-5322 Email: stjohnsuccmassillon@gmail.com
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FROM THE CONSISTORY PRESIDENT

Spring is fast approaching and seeing the flowers of spring blooming brings a smile to my face.

St John's is entering a busy time of year for us and as usual it takes the membership of the church to
help make events happen.

We just finished our Spring Craft Show and it was a success. We had sold 41 tables, had 31 vendors
and lots of great crafts to buy. We did very well on this event. We made $826.02 in profits. Of that
money we are holding $250.00 for our Fall Craft Show expenses and the remainder will go to Tech.
support to purchase a new microphone for Rev. Oliver and a hand-held microphone for events and to
use on Sunday as we share Joys and Concerns so the congregation can hear what folks are saying.

| wish to thank a very special person for all the help she gave me in the preparation for the craft show
Dawn Rohrer, this is a lot of work to put this together and she was by my side the entire way to get
this together. | also want to thank Rev. Oliver, Brenda Knight, Brenda Ross, Brandon, and Diane
Lawman for volunteering to help with the show and everyone that came that day to help. Events that
bring funds into the church cannot happen without members helping and | Thank You for your help
and support.

Our next Craft Show is November 9th and we are already preparing for that.

Throughout spring and summer there are a lot of things St John's will be a part of and looking forward
to getting the word out about who we are and that everyone is welcome.

The Community Foodbank and Breakfast numbers are increasing every month as the needs grow,
and food prices continue to increase.

St John's has been doing outreach with the Massillon Schools helping teachers with snacks for the
children so the teachers do not have to buy the items out of their own pockets. These items are
mostly free from the food bank or around $2.00 to $3.00 a case. Rev. Oliver then delivers the items to
the schools to be shared by the teachers for the children in the classrooms. Hunger among children is
a serious issue in the community and St John's is helping so these children get a breakfast and a
snack that does not have to come out of the teacher’s pocket.

Blessing to all this beautiful Easter Season,
Sue



Pastor's Blessing

Rev. David Oliver- Kling

Easter: A Celebration of Renewal and Hope

Easter is one of my favorite times of year. Spring is upon us and we celebrate and
honor the message of resurrection, a cornerstone of our faith in particular but also
of Christianity in general. The resurrection of Jesus isn’t just an ancient event
locked in history; it’s a vibrant promise of renewal and hope that echoes in our
lives today. In these challenging times, the story of the empty tomb reminds us
that despair and death do not have the final word. Just as spring triumphantly
breaks the cold grip of winter (although here in Ohio one never knows), Easter
assures us that new life can emerge from the most unexpected places.

This Easter, let us reflect on what resurrection means in our modern world. It
speaks to us about overcoming, about the unending possibility of new beginnings.
In our community and in our personal lives, we face various trials and challenges,
yet the spirit of resurrection encourages us to look beyond them. It invites us to
see the world not as it is, but as it could be - filled with love, justice, and
compassion. Imagine a world were you are accepted for who you are, and loved for
who you are, and where your community is a source of peace rather than turmoil.
Our faith calls us to be agents of this transformative hope, striving to bring about a
world that mirrors the love and inclusivity Jesus showed.

Lastly, Easter is a time of celebration. It’s a time to come together with family,
friends, and our church community to share in the happiness and wonder of Jesus’
resurrection. It’s a time for us to renew our faith and commitment to the principles
of love and service. As we partake in this sacred season, let’s carry the message of
Easter in our hearts throughout the year, spreading hope, love, and the spirit of
resurrection wherever

we go.

Blessings,
Pastor Oliver



2024 Easter Flowers

p= h; In Memory of
7= Erma Rohrer by Brandon Rohrer

’q ' Dorothy Rohrer by Brandon Rohrer
-~ s
\Y Erma Rohrer by Samantha Rohrer

K" Emma Leamon by Diane Lawman
Jim & Carol Leamon by Diane Lawman
Duane & Thelma Fetrow by Brenda L. Ross
Garold E. Ross by Brenda L. Ross
Ernie Gamary by Donna Gamary
Heinz Celik by Celik Family
LaVonne Colucy by friend, Gerda Celik
Edelgard Sperry by sister, Gerda Celik
Dr. & Mrs. J Stanley by the Gessner &McAllister Family
Dr. & Mrs. George Gessner by the Gessner & McAllister Family
Dr. & Mrs. Robert H Williams by the Gessner & McAllister
Family
Mr. & Mrs. Harold McAllister by the Gessner & McAllister
Family
Mr. & Mrs. James Williams by the Gessner & McAllister Family
Dr. William E Gessner by the Gessner & McAllister Family
Richard W Gessner by the Gessner & McAllister Family
Young Ah Choi by the Gessner & McAllister Family
Col & Mrs. Donald Esper by the Gessner & McAllister Family

In Honor of
Soon Hyuk Lee by the Gessner & McAllister Family




St. John’s United Church of Christ
Consistory Agenda
March 19, 2024 6:30 pm

Consistory Members: X Sue Simmons, X Tim Fetzer, X Kim Fetzer, X Troy Julian,
X Brandon Rohrer, X Samantha Rohrer, X Brenda Knight

Treasurer: X Brandon Rohrer

Settled Minister: X Rev. Oliver Kling

Meeting Called at 6:32 PM
Opening Prayer/Devotions

Approval of the previous month’s minutes:
e Brandon Motioned, Samantha Seconded
e None for 2024
o January was canceled due to the weather
o February was training. Oliver will be doing bi-monthly training for leadership
Acceptance of submitted reports
Financial Report- Brandon
e Brandon reviewed the expenses for Feb.
o Troy mentioned that he will reach out to Archer to regarding the issues with the
churches electronic sign.
e Brandon mentioned that our electrical supply contract is expiring. We currently use IGS.
It was suggested to renew with the same, as lower rates don’t exist.
e Brandon mentioned that we tabled investing the Gary Henry Scholarship fund. He
mentioned in its current account at Huntington. It makes only a penny a month.
o Troy suggested moving it into another account.
o Troy said that he would reach out to the rep at the Huntington on Hills and Dales
St.

Business
* Microphones
e Rev. Oliver has asked that we purchase new microphones. The units we currently
have are few, and quite old. We are looking for a wireless handheld microphone for
Joys and Concerns. We also need to replace the pastor’s mic.
o Sue offered that the profit from the craft show and some money that we have
accumulated from a hall rental.
e Holy Week Services
e 5:30pm



e Maundy Thursday Combined Service
o Soup & Salad Dinner at 5:30p
o Service at 6:30pm
e Craft Show Recap
e Fall Craft Show
e Saturday November 9"
e Sue Simmons and Dawn Rohrer are co-chairing this event.
e Souplympics
e March 30th 11:30a-2p
e Appreciate everyone’s support
e Kid’s Club
e Starts officially in May
e Dates are attached

Adjourned at: 8:24 PM



President Report- Sue Simmons- March 2024

We just finished our Spring Craft Show and it was a success. We had sold 41 tables, had 31
vendors and lots of great crafts to buy. We did very well on this event. We made $826.02 in
profits. Of that money we are holding $250.00 for our Fall Craft Show expenses and the
remainder will go to tech. support to purchase a new microphone for Rev. Oliver and a hand-
held microphone for events and to use on Sunday as we share joys and concerns so the
congregation can hear what folks are saying.

| wish to Thank a very special person for all the help she gave me in the preparation for the
craft show Dawn Rohrer, this is a lot of work to put this together and she was by my side the
entire way to get this together. | also want to thank Rev. Oliver, Brenda Knight, Brenda Ross,
Brandon, and Diane Lawman for volunteering to help with the show and everyone that came
that day to help. Events that bring funds into the church cannot happen without members
helping and | Thank You for your help and support.

Our next Craft Show is November 9th and we are already preparing for that. Throughout
spring and summer there are a lot of things St John's will be a part of and looking forward to
getting the word out about who we are and that everyone is welcome.

The Community Foodbank and Breakfast numbers are increasing every month as the needs
grow, and food prices continue to increase.

St John's has been doing outreach with the Massillon Schools helping teachers with snacks for
the children so the teachers do not have to buy the items out of their own pockets. These
items are mostly free from the food bank or around $2.00 to $3.00 a case. Rev. Oliver then
delivers the items to the schools to be shared by the teachers for the children in the
classrooms. Hunger among children is a serious issue in the community and St John's is helping
so these children get a breakfast and a snack that doesn't have to come out of the teacher’s
pocket.

Youth Group- March 2024- Samantha Rohrer

The February event went well. We decorated cupcakes and had fun Valentine’s Day themed
games and even a dance party.

The youth room is coming along. It has been painted and we are now getting items for the
room. It's very exciting.

Thank you for all of your support.



March Secretary Report- Dawn Rohrer

The office has been buzzing since the beginning of the year and | have a feeling that it will stay
that way.

The Annual yearbook (a required report) was submitted to the national UCC. That is a major
report that is very detailed and takes a lot of time and preparation so it was nice to be able to
submit that about a week before it was due.

We already have some Hall rentals for different times this year.

| have been given the opportunity for a continuing education webinar in April so | registered
for that. That is exciting to me because there aren’t that many that apply to my position so |
am ready to learn, see how | can improve and connect with other UCC Office Administrators.

March Technology Report- Brandon Rohrer

Page overview [@ Createapost Last 28 days

Discovery

Post reach
Post engagement
New Page likes

MNew Page Followers

Interactions

Reactions
Comments
Shares
Photo views

Link clicks

As you can see, directly comparing January stats to the March stats, our social media, presence
and reach is growing.



We have been doing youth events since
May 2023. They are been so amazing to
put together. We have had some very
low numbered events and then we have
very high numbers. For example, in
February we only had 2 guests but in
March we had over 150 guests.

StJohn's

It is very exciting to see all the kiddos faces light up when they are
playing a game or dancing to music. It makes what | do so worth
it.

We are starting a youth group this May so the events will be cut
down to a beginning of summer event, a back-to-school event, a
trunk or treat and an Easter egg hunt. Those seem to be our
higher attended events.

| am looking for volunteers for those events and a second person
to help out the second and fourth Tuesday of the month for our
youth group. If you are interested in helping out in any way please
let me know.

Thank you!
Samantha Rohrer
Youth leader
Email: youth.stjohnsuccmassilllon@gmail.com



We have started renovating a room

in the church for our youth group that is starting on May 14th. We have truly
enjoyed getting this room ready. We are not done yet, but here is what we have

done so far. It was painted with vertical stripes of blue, green, and red and an
accent wall that is purple. We have two couches and two dividers that make up a
super comfy space. The Julian's have donated a T.V to go in that space also. We
are now working on getting cleaned up, adding curtains to the windows, finding a
table and chairs to do our bible lessons at, getting toys and games for our play

area, and getting a snack corner together. There might be some odds and ends

that we add but those are the main things as of right now.

If you would like to help out in any way to get our youth room up and running
Please let Samantha Rohrer know or contact Dawn in the office. Thank you!




Upcomin% dates for StJohns Kids Club

Tuesdays from opw-Tpm
May 14th & 28th

June lith & 25th
July 9th & 23rd
August 13th & 27th
September 10th & 24th

October 8th & 22nd

St John's

101 Tremont Ave SE Massillon, Ohio 44646
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7-Celebration Sunday
14-Donna Gamary
21- Diane Julian

28- Brenda Ross
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